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Excitement Builds for 2008 Blitz Build
The final preparations are underway 
for the 2008 Blitz Build, the largest 
construction effort Habitat for Hu-
manity organizes each year.

Celebrating at Blitz Build this year 
are eight families with whom we 
are building— Balabanov, English, 
Dang, Aquino, Eliow/Akout, Siyum/
Adays, Nyiang/Maliek and Mai-
shuk/Krivda.

This year’s Blitz Build is a collabora-
tion of local support from the Spo-
kane Home Builders Association as 
part of a nationwide Home Builder’s 
partnership.  Through this partner-
ship, most of the materials have been 
committed and several area builders 
and contractors are donating their 
time during the build, May 30-June 
17.  Leading the contractor effort is 

Jason Ramey, Ramey Construction.

Each year, Blitz Build also attracts 
community volunteers that thrive on 
the excitement of making a differ-
ence in a fun atmosphere.

Keeping volunteers happy, well-fed 
and comfortable is a major part in 
the Blitz Build planning.  More than 
1,300 colorful shirts imprinted with 
sponsor logos are distributed and 
100 lunches are provided each day 
by local churches, restaurants and 
businesses.  With 40 groups signed 
up, Habitat-Spokane is expecting 
another successful event to raise two 
homes and complete six others in 19 
days.

Behind all the materials and vol-
unteer support are our major Blitz 

Build sponsors.  Since Habitat-Spo-
kane transfers the true cost to build 
the home to the families, our spon-
sors provide the upfront dollars to 
cover the hard costs—land, infra-
structure, materials and construc-
tion supervision.  Blitz Build spon-
sors provide the resources to build 
quickly and affordably.

Special thanks to our 2008 Blitz 
Build major sponsors:  Direct Buy, 
First Horizon Home Loans, Fred’s 
Appliance, Spokane Home Build-
ers Association, State Farm, Sterling 
Savings Bank, Subway, Thrivent 
Financial, and Traveler’s Insurance.

Contributions are still needed!  To 
make a donation or to volunteer, 
visit www.habitat-spokane.org.  For 
more information, call 534-2552.

Mike and Kelly Aquino currently 
live in a very small one-bedrom 
apartment with their three children, 
Brittany, 9, Dylan, 3, and Jennifer, 2 
months. While Mike works full-time 
at a local restaurant, Kelly cares for 
the children.

The Aquino’s are very excited to 
finish their Habitat home this month 
as part of the Thrivent Builds grant.  
Habitat’s 0% interest mortgage will 
allow this family to dramatically 
improve their living conditions and 
purchase their own home:

What is your current living situa-
tion?
6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÖÍɯŗÝÌɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÊÜÙ-

ÙÌÕÛÓàɯÓÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÈɯÖÕÌɯÉÌËÙÖÖÔɯ
È×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÝÐÕÎɯ
ÙÖÖÔɯÈÕËɯÒÐÛÊÏÌÕɯÈÚɯÖÕÌɯ
ÙÖÖÔȮɯÈÕËɯÖÕÌɯÊÓÖÚÌÛɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ
ÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÊÓÖÛÏÌÚȭɯɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯ
ÔÐÕÐɪÍÙÐÎÌÙÈÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯÈɯÚÛÖÝÌɯ
ÞÐÛÏɯÖÕÌɯÞÖÙÒÐÕÎɯÉÜÙÕÌÙȮɯ
ÛÏÌɯÒÐÛÊÏÌÕɯÚÐÕÒɯ×Ð×ÌÚɯÉÙÖÒÌȮɯ
ÚÖɯÞÌɯÞÈÚÏɯÖÜÙɯËÐÚÏÌÚɯÐÕɯ
ÛÏÌɯÉÈÛÏÙÖÖÔɯÚÐÕÒȭȭȭɯÈÕËɯ
ÔÖÓËɯÎÙÖÞÚɯÐÕɯÍÖÜÙɯÊÖÙ-
ÕÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÐÕɯ
ÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÛÌÙɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÖÖÙɯ
ÝÌÕÛÐÓÈÛÐÖÕȭ

3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÎÖÖËɯÛÐÔÌÚɯÈÕËɯÉÈËȮɯÛÏÖÜÎÏȮɯÞÌɯ
ÙÌÔÈÐÕɯÈɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÎÙÈÛÌÍÜÓɯÍÖÙɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÛÏÌÙȭ

6ÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚɯÈÕɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÔÌɯ

mean to your family?
2ÐÕÊÌɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÕɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɯ
×ÈàÔÌÕÛȮɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÔÈÕÈÎÌɯÖÜÙɯ
ÉÜËÎÌÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÊÖÔÍÖÙÛÈÉÓàȭ

ȹ"ÖÕÛÐÕÜÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖȺ
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Dear Friends of Habitat,

Life would be pretty tough if we all 
had to go it alone; we all depend on 
partners in some way—at home, at 
work, even at play. One of the most 
rewarding pieces of being a Habitat 
board member is that I am an eye-
witness to the many ways Habitat 
partnerships work.

When families are accepted into the 
program, they partner with Habi-
tat for Humanity by putting in 500 
hours of ‘sweat equity.’  The first 100 
hours must be worked on a fellow 
candidates’ home before they can be 
assigned to their own.  Habitat hom-
eowners are partners from the start, 
which continues when they move 
into their homes and become part of 
the Homeowners Association.

Churches are an integral partner 
for Habitat.  Many choose to carry 
out their mission goals by includ-
ing Habitat in their ongoing budget.  
They also provide regular volunteers 
at the job site and keep Habitat fami-
lies and staff in their prayers.

Building certainly does not go on in 
a vacuum.  The hard work and con-
tributions from many ÈÙÌÈɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚ-
es keep our job sites bustling.  They 
provide everything from materials 
to food and also willing volunteers.

The 'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯ2ÛÖÙÌ is a phenomenal 
success in Spokane.  Building suppli-
ers donate excess material for resale 
and along with individual donors, 
help reduce the waste stream and 
realize the goal of recycling.

The wonderful people who volun-
teer are a special blessing to Habitat.  
Their hard work allows these homes 
to remain affordable.  Without the 
countless hours of volunteer labor, 
this would be impossible.

Donors to Habitat –Spokane are 
gifts to this community.  Their ongo-
ing donations of money and materi-
als help make affordable homes a 
reality for Habitat families.

My special joy has been partnering 

with fellow ÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚ over 
the years.  They have all given their 
time, expertise and resources to fur-
ther the Habitat mission.  They have 
been great to work with and inspir-
ing to me.  

All of these partnerships are integral 
to the success of our goal – building 
simple, decent, affordable homes 
for those in need.  On behalf of the 
Board, I thank all of you who have 
joined Habitat in some way, and I 
invite those who are interested to 
explore the opportunity to partner 
with us.

—Beth Brasch, 2008 Board Chair

How have you earned your ‘sweat 
equity’ hours so far?
,ÐÒÌɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÞÖÙÒÌËɯÖÕɯÖÜÙɯÏÖÔÌɯ
ÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɀÚɯÏÖÔÌÚȭɯɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÈÓÚÖɯ
ÞÖÙÒÌËɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÖŚÊÌɯÈÕËɯÚÛÖÙÌȭɯɯ
6ÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÈÛɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ
ËÐÚ×ÓÈàɯÉÖÖÛÏÚȭ

'ÖÞɯÞÐÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÏÖÔÌɯÏÌÓ×ɯ
your family?
,àɯÏÜÚÉÈÕËɯÏÈÚɯ2ÜÕËÈàɀÚɯÖřɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ
ÐÚɯÞÏÌÕɯÞÌɯËÖɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÜÕËÙàȮɯÚÖɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÜÙɯ
ÖÞÕɯÞÈÚÏÌÙɯÈÕËɯËÙàÌÙȮɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÚ×ÌÕËɯ
2ÜÕËÈàÚɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȭ

Why should people get involved 
ÈÕËɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛȳ
(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÊÏÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ
ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÈɯÏÖÔÌɯÈÕËɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯ
ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàȭɯɯ#ÖÕÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ'ÈÉÐÛÈÛɯÈÓÓÖÞɯ
ÖÜÙɯÏÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈřÖÙËÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÔàɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭɯɯ
3ÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜȵ

Area Lutherans continue to support 
Habitat for Humanity through vari-
ous fundraisers and by volunteer-
ing at the jobsite as part of 3ÏÙÐÝÌÕÛɯ
!ÜÐÓËÚȮ a Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans grant program.

Through the grant, area Lutherans 
raise 10% of the funds (or $ 27,969) 
to build three homes and must 
provide at least 50% of the volunteer 
hours for the homes.

Some of the fundraisers that have 
helped reach their goal include spe-
cial offerings at church, craft sales, 
beam signings and an in-kind mate-
rial donation drive for The Habitat 
Store.

More than 30 area Lutheran church-
es have contributed volunteers or 

Continued from Page 1 Thrivent Builds Creates Partnerships, Homes 
fundraised for this year’s Thrivent 
Build.

2×ÌÊÐÈÓɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÈɯ!ÙÐËÚÛÖÕȮɯ"ÖÕÕÐÌɯ
%ÐÚÏÌÙȮɯ6ÈËÌɯ6Ð××ÌÙÓÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ
+ÜÛÏÌÙÈÕɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÊÏÈÔ×ÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÖÕ-
ÎÖÐÕÎɯÊÖÔÔÐÛÔÌÕÛɯÛÖɯÓÌÈËÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÌřÖÙÛȵ

Build in Szarvas, Hungary!
July 29-Aug 11, 2008

Join the upcoming Global 
Village trip to Szarvas, Hungary 
(180 km SE of Budapest) and 
help build Habitat homes as part 
of Thrivent Builds Worldwide 
with Habitat!  Estimated cost: 
$1,450-$1,600, including hotel, 
food, ground transportation, and 
cultural tours. Contact Ryoko 
French at frenchri@msn.com.



orientation, then were assigned a va-
riety of construction tasks—roofing, 
caulking, siding, painting, among 
others.

“The Women’s Build Day is a spe-
cial day to celebrate the difference 
women make in our community and 
in our homes,” said Michone Pres-
ton, Executive Director.

Developed 
through a 
partnership 
between 
Lowe’s and 
Habitat for 
Humanity, 
National 
Women 
Build Week 
celebrates 
the compas-

sion, dedication, talents and abilities 
of women from all walks of life. The 
goal is to both showcase the ac-
complishments of Habitat’s women 
volunteers and invite new women 
volunteers to join the effort to pro-

 

2008 Women’s Build Day
A Day of Fun, Comaraderie and Building Community
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More than 80 women from around 
the community joined together 
for a day of home building at the 
Women’s Build Day on May 6th.  
In recognition of National Women 
Build Week, Spokane’s Women’s 
Build Day was a celebration for the 
contributions women make in our 
community.

The women worked 
side-by-side with 
Habitat candidate 
family member, Jes-
sica English, on her 
home and a few oth-
ers currently under 
construction at the 
5500 block of East 
Union Avenue.

Spokane City Coun-
cilmember Nancy 
McLaughlin provided a formal 
greeting to the volunteers during the 
welcome program.

As part of any day on the Habitat 
jobsite, the women received a safety 

vide decent, safe, affordable hous-
ing.  Lowe’s provided Habitat-Spo-
kane a $5,000 grant in support of the 
Women’s Build Day.

The week leading up to Mother’s 
Day was selected for its significance 
to many volunteers, as families 
with children make up a staggering 
number of those in need of adequate 
housing: more than 12 million 
children–one in six–live in poverty 
housing in the United States alone.

The Habitat Store brings the commu-
nity together by helping create new 
homes for Spokane’s people in need.  
The store’s main focus is to provide 
significant, long-term financial sup-
port to Habitat-Spokane through 
the sale of new and used building 
material to the public.  This mission 
would not be possible without the 
partnerships that have been created 
within the Spokane community.

Not only does the store connect with 
the Spokane community through 
donations and purchases, but this 
creates a meaningful connection 
with the Spokane environment.

There are about 20 pickups and 
deliveries daily, which leads to about 

1,000 tons of usable materials that 
would otherwise end up in a landfill 
each year.  “We create options for 
our donors,” said Jeff Howard, Store 
Director.  If the store is unable to 
accept a donation they recommend 
where it can be donated or used, so 
that it stays out of the waste stream.  

The Spokane community donates 
about $850,000 worth of new and 
used donated materials per year.   
Last year, the store’s revenue built 
four Habitat homes.

Partnerships through the Habitat 
Store will continue to create long 
lasting changes for local families—
and our environment.

Habitat Store Good for Homes, Environment Build a Lasting Legacy

Did you know that you can 
make a major impact for 
families in need long into the 
future with just a signature?

By including ‘Habitat for 
Humanity-Spokane’ in your 
will, you could save your heirs 
substantial estate tax, while 
supporting a charity that you 
believe in.

Your bequest will directly 
support Habitat’s sustainable 
and healthy ‘hand-up, not a 
hand-out’ model for generations 
to come.  Call your attorney or 
estate planner today!
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Mission Statement
Habitat for Humanity-Spokane 
is an ecumenical non-profit 
Christian ministry that brings 
the community together to build 
decent, affordable homes for all 
God’s people in need.
Habitat serves people without regard to race, 
color, sex, ethnic origin, handicap, creed or 
religion. 

Calendar:
SAVE THE DATE:
13th Annual Raise the Roof 
Auction

Sat., October 11
Northern Quest Casino 
Pavilion

For information, to donate an item, 
or for reserved tickets, please call 
Courtney at 509-534-2552, ext. 14.

Interested in Owning a 
Habitat Home?
Family Information Meetings
held each month at 6 p.m.:
Ê 1st Thursday at Habitat office
   (732 N Napa Street)
Must attend Family Information 
meeting to receive an application. 
For more information, please call 
509-534-2552.

‘Raise the Roof’ Auction Plans Underway
Sponsors, Auction Items Needed Now!
Putting up a roof has never been 
more fun!  The 13th annual ‘Raise 
the Roof’ Auction is planned for 
Saturday, October 11th at Northern 
Quest Casino Pavilion.

The evening includes a Silent Auc-
tion, no-host bar, dinner and an 
exciting Live Auction.

This year’s Live Auction features 
one-of-a-kind dinners, home im-
provement packages, fabulous vaca-
tions and more.  The Silent Auction 
promises something for everyone—
from art and entertainment to T.L.C. 
packages for the home and yard.

“We’re collecting the very best items 
now to present an exciting auction in 
October,” said Courtney Susemiehl, 
Development Director.  “We are 
specifically looking for a lake cabin 
or mountain condo, outdoor recre-
ational equipment, home remodel 

services and other professional 
home services to auction.”

“The ‘Raise the Roof’ Auction is a 
great way to support Habitat and 
buy something you need or always 
wanted,” said Susemiehl.

Many businesses purchase tables 
and invite clients and spouses to 
attend.  Individuals buy tables and 
invite friends and family for a fun 
night out.  Reserved sponsor tables 
of 10 are available for $750.  Individ-
ual tickets will be available soon.

Each year, the auction raises more 
than $60,000 for Habitat-Spokane.

To reserve a sponsor table or do-
nate an auction item, please contact 
Courtney at 509-534-2552, ext. 14 or 
email: courtney@habitat-spokane.
org.  We need your help to ‘raise the 
roof’ on another Habitat home!


